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SUBJECT: EINANCE MINISTRY DENIES PX IS A SOURCE 
OE BLACK MARKET ITEMS 

REE: ATHENS 0083 (NOTAL) 

1 . ON JANUARY 17, THE FINANCE MINISTRY ISSUED A PRESS RELEASE 
STATING THAT NEWSPAPER REPORTS ALLEGING THAT THE PX SYSTEM 
HAS BECOME A CENTER OE CONTRBAND ARE "INACCURATE". THE 
RELEASE ADDED THAT "APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES" CONTROL ALL SOURCES 
FROM WHICH TAX FREE ARTICLES MIGHT LEAK INTO THE GREEK MARKET. 

2. THE MINISTRY’S STATEMENT WAS ISSUED IN RESPONSE TO A LEAD 
STORY IN PRO-GOVERNMENT APOGEVMATINI OE THE SAME DATE. THE 
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STORY REPORTED THAT OFFICERS OF THE "ASSOCIATION OE GREEK 
IMPORTERS OF ELECTRO-AUDIO EQUIPMENT" HAD CHARGED TO THE 
NEWSPAPER THAT LEGITIMATE SALES OF HI-FI EQUIPMENT IN 
GREECE BY THE MEMBERS RETAIL STORES HAVE BEEN REDUCED 
AS A RESULT OE COMPETITION FROM BLACK MARKETEERS 
SUPPLIED FROM THE PX SYSTEM. THEY ALSO REPORTEDLY ALLEGED 
THAT THE GOVT WAS MAKING NO EFFORT TO CONTROL SALES 
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AT PX OUTLETS OR THORUGH THE APO OR TO INSURE THAT 
AMERICAN PERSONNEL LEAVING GREECE ACCOUNT FOR THE DUTIABLE 
ITEMS THEY HAVE PURCHASED HERE. (THE ASSOCIATION HAS MADE 
SIMILAR CHARGES BEFORE.) ACCORDING TO THE APRGEVMATININ STORY, 
THE ASSOCIATION WILL BE FILING A COMPLAINT ALONG THE ABOVE 
LINES WITH THE MINISTER OF FINANCE SHORTLY. 

3. MOST MORNING AND SOME AFTERNOON PAPERS IAN 18 PRINTED 

THE MINISTRYS STATEMENT WITHOUT COMMENT; HOWEVER APOGEVMATINI 
SAID THAT THE STATEMENT ANSWERED NONE OF THE CHARGES MADE BY 
THE IMPORTERS ASSOCIATION. 

4. ALTHOUGH THE APOGEVMATINI ARTICLE FOCUSED ON HI-FI 
EQUIPMENT, IT ECHOES A RECENT SERIES OF ARTICLES IN LEFTIST 
TA NEA WHICH ATTACKED THE ENTIRE RANGE OF DUTY EXCEPTIONS 
(PX'S, COMMISSARIES, CLASS VI STORES, ETC) EXTENDED TO 

US MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL IN GREECE. 

5. COMMENT: THE ALLEGATIONS ARE NOT NEW. THE NEW SYSTEM 
ADOPTED TO TIGHTEN ALREADY EXISTING CONTROLS (REFTEL) PROVIDES 
ADDITIONAL TALKING POINTS TO REBUT THE ALLEGATIONS SHOULD THEY 
BECOME STRIDENT ENOUGH TO WARRANT DOING SO. AT HIS OWN 
REQUEST, A SENIOR CUSTOMS OFFICIAL WAS RECENTLY ESCORTED 
THROUGH THE HELLENIKON PX AND BRIEFED ON CONTROL MEASURES. 

HE EXPRESSED COMPLETE SATISFACTION AND NOTED THAT MANY ITEMS 
COMMON ON THE LOCAL BLACK MARKET ARE NOT EVEN STOCKED 

BY THE PX SYSTEM. 
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